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Unlike the youth hostels, holiday settlements
and the country homes maintained by the Welfare
Boards, the school country homes are part of the
regular school life. They are not for mere
holiday use, for a school may send a whole class
to its country home for 3 or 4 weeks during term
time with two or three teachers. In the country
home the school work is carried on without inter-
ruption, though it is often found necessary to
curtail the regular time-table. As far as possible,
the lessons are given in the open-air. The
natural surroundings afford the teachers excellent
opportunities for putting into practice the princi-
ple of self-activity and other new principles of
instruction. They are found to be especially
helpful in the teaching of nature study, biology,
geography and drawing.
The success which the Schullandheime move-
ment has attained so far is due to the co-operation
of the pupils and their parents with the school
authorities. Sometimes, mothers who are free
go with their children to contribute their labour in
connection with household work and cooking.
The pupils take much pride in their country home,
and during their stay there, they do all they can
to beautify and improve it by personal labour.
The teachers are no less helpful and willingly go
to live in the country home with their pupils and
cheerfully bear the responsibilities involved; for,
as a member of the teaching staff of a German
secondary school informed the writer, they find
that a stay in the country gives them greater